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The Adventure of
the Second Stain

No. 13 of the Series

(Cupyright, 1905, by A. Coman Dovle, Collier*s Wnibl

and McClure, Phillips & Co.)
HAD intended “The Ad-
venture of the
Grange” to be the last
of those exploits of my
friend, Mr. Sherlock
Holmes, which I should

ever communicate to the |

publie. This resolution of mine was
not doe to any lack of material, since
1 have notes of many hundreds of cases
to which I have pever alluded. nor was

Abbey i

it caused by any waning interest on |

the part of my readers in the singular
personality and unigue methods of this
remarkable man. The resl reason lay
in the reluctance Wwhich Mr. Holmes
has shown to the continued publication
of his experiences. So long as he was
in metual professional practice the ree-
ords of his successes were of some
practical value to him, but since he has
definitely retired from London and be-
taken himself to study and bee farm-
ing on the Sussex downs notoriety has
become hateful to him, and he has per-
emptorily requested that his wishes in

- this matter should be strictly observed.

It was only upon my representing to
‘him that I had given a promise that
“The Adventure of the Second Stain”
phould be published when the times
were ripe and pointing out to him that
it is only appropriate that this long
series of episodes should culminate in
the most important international case
which he has ever been called upon to
bandle that I at last succeeded in ob-
taining his consent that a carefully
guarded account of the incident should
at last he laid before the publie.

It was, then, in a year, even in a dec-
ade that shall benameless, that upon one
Tuesday morning in autumn we found

‘. two visitors of European fame within

the walls of our humble room in Baker
gtreet. The one, nustere, high nosed,
eagle eyed and dominant, was none oth-
@r than the illustrious Lord Bellinger,
twice premier of Britain. The other,
dark, clean cut and elegant, hardly yet
of middle age and endowed with ev.
ery beauty of body and of mind, was
the Right Hon. Trelawney Hope, see-
retary for European affalrs and the
most rising statesman in the country,
They sat side by side upon our paper
lttered settee, and it was easy to see
from their worn and anxious faces that
it was business of the most pressing
importance which had brought them.
The premier’: thin, blue velned hands
were clasped tightly over the ivory
bead of his umbrella, and his gaunt,
ascetic face looked gloomily from
Holmes to me. The European secre.
tary pulled nervously at his mustache
and fidgeted with the seals of his
watch chaln.

“When 1 discovered my loss, Mr.
Holmes, which was at 8 o'clock this
morning, 1 at once Informed the prime
minister. It was at his suggestion that
we have both come to you.”

“Have you informed the polles?

“No, sir,” eaid the prime minister,
with the quick, decisive manner for
which be was famous. “We have pot
done so, nor is it possible that
should do so. To inform the police
must, o the long run, mean to Inform
the public. This is what we particular-
Iy desire to avold.”

“And why, sir?™

“Because the document in gnestion
18 of such immense importance that its
publication might very easily—I might
almost say probmbly—iead to European
complications of the ntmost moroent
It Is not too much to sar that peace or
War may hang upon the issue. [Unless
its recovery can be attemndad with the
utmost secrecy then It may as well not
be recovered at all, for nll that
@d at by those who have taken It Is
that Its contents shotld he
known "

*I under=tand. Now, Mr Ty
“ﬂP. I shanld be much
would tell me
Ftances nnder
disappeared.”

“That ean be doge
words, Mr. Falr
wax a letter o
was recvived <ix
such importanee
Rt In my
Brrors each eve
Whitehall terrace
bedroom in a locked
was there laxt
efriain I actunily o
while | was dressing
s3w the document
Ing it was gone
Stood beside 1he
ing table all nigh
o anl = = m
prepared to swear that n gl
Bave entered the room during the
Bight, and y=t | repeat that
B pone.”

“What time did you dine?"

*Half past 7

“How long was it |
to bed 7™

*My wife had goue to the 1)
Wnited up for ber. It was half past 11
Before we went to our roon ”

*Then for four hourse the
box bad Inin e rled s

*No one s ever permitted to enter
that reom save the housemsid In the
Barning and my valet or mr wife's
mald during the rest of the day. Ther
are both trusty seriants and have been

wo

is atm-
cerneralls
Mawney

obliged If you

exactly the

which thi

L

tie paper

fors von went

eater, 1

dispatrd

“Who did know of the existence of
that letter ¥

“No one in the house.”

“Surely your wife knew?"

“No, sir. I had sald nothing to my
wife until T missed the paper this
morning.”

couched in so mufortunate A manner
and certnin phrases in it are of so
provocative a character that Its pub-
Heation would undoubtedly lead to a

| most dangerous state of feeling in this

counlry, There would be such a fer-
ment, sir, that 1'do not hesltate to say
that within a week of the publication

of that letter this country would be |
|  When our illustrions visitors had de-

involved In a great war.”
Holmes wrote a name upon a slip
of paper and handed it to the premier,
“Exuctly. 1t wan he. And it Is this
letter—this letter which may well mean

the expenditure of a thousand millions |
and the lives of a hundred thousand |

men—which has become lost in this un-
accountable fashion.”

“IHave you informed the sender?

“Yes, sir; a cipher telegram has been
dispatehed.”

“Perhaps he desires the publication
of the letter.”

“No, sir; we have strong reason to

belleve that he already understands |
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SHE SEATED HERSELF WITH HER BACK TO THE WINDOW.

[~

The premier nodded approvingly.
“I have long Enown, sir, how high
Is your sense of public duty,"” said he,
The European secretary bowed.
“Yon do me no more than justice,
sir. Until this morning I have never

breathed one word to my wife upon,

this matter.”

“Could she have guessed?

“No, Mr. Holmes, she could not have
guessed, nor could any one have guess’
ed.™

“Have you lost any documents be
foret”

“Xo, sir,™

“Who i there in Englaond who did
know of the existence of this letter ¥

“Each member of the cabinet was in
formed of it yesterday, but the pledge
of secrecy which atends every cabinet
meeting wis inereaseld by the solemn
warning which was given by the prime
minister. Good heavens, to think that
within a few hours 1 should mys=elf
bave lost 1! Besldes the members of
the ecabinet there are two or possibly
three depurtmental officinls who know
of the letter. No one else tn England,
Mr. Holmes, | assure you."

“But abroad?"

“] thot no one abroad has
the man who wrote it, 1

wid that his ministers—

atfcial
ployed.”
cousidersd

believe
seen It save
am well o
that tl
naot
Holues
tima
“Now
tienlarly
whs
snuch nic
The
k glance, and t
yehrows gathersd
“Mr. Holmes, the ¢
thin one of pale

channeis have
Iw+n em
for some little

e

yoar patriotier
fmagine 2
mtry than that this affsir should
at

grealer miafortane for the
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"“You may safelr trast oa.™

The letter. then, s from 4 cortain

| foreign potentste who hes been raf

Sed Ly wime recent colential develop
ments of this ceuntry. It has been

that be has acted in an indiscreet and
hot headed manner. It would be a
greater blow to him and to his coun-
try than to us if this letter were to
come out."

“If this is so, whose Interest is it
that the letter should come out? Why
shonld any one desire to steal it or to
publish it?"

“LIoere, Mr. Holmes, yon take me
into regions of high international pol-
itics. But if you consider the Euro-
pean situation you will huve no diffi-
culty In perceiving the motive, The
whele of Europe is an armed camp.
There is a double Jeague which makes
a falr balance of military power.
Great PBritain holds the scales. If
Britain were driven into war with one
confedericy it wonld assure the su-
prempacy  of
whether they joined in the war or not.
Do you follow ¥

“Very clearly. It Is then the Interest
of the enemles of this potentate to se-
cure and publish this letter, so as to
make a breach between his country
and ours®™

“Yes, sir.”

“And to whom would this dorument

be sent If it fell into the bands of an |

enemy ¥’

“To any of the great chisocelleries of |

Europe, It is probably speeding on its
way thither at the present instant as
fast as steam coan take it. Now. Mr.
Holmes, yon are in full pessession of
the What counrse do you recom-
e
Holmes
“Yon 1
me
ol

=hiook his head mournfully.

i, 8ir, that uniess this doc-

it Is recoverad therd will be war?"
tirink it is very probable”
“Then, sir, prepare for war”

“Thnt A bard saying, Mr. Holmes.”

“Consider the facta, #ir. It s Incon-

that it was taken after 11:30

sinee 1 understand that Mr.

il his wife were bhoth in the

From that bour untll the loss was

il ot

=

it was taken. then. yester-
00 and 11:30,
eariler hour, since
wik it evidently knew that it
il wonld natarally secure
Now, sir, If a
this Importance were tak-

t hour, whers can it e now?
\ any reason fo retain it It
issdd rapidly on to those
What chance have we
rtake or even to trace it?

e reach.”

ening bwiweon

war the

ns possible,

s perfectly logieal,

I fewl that the matter ie

r bandds"™

resume, for argument’s

the dorument was taken by
U vajet™

el and tried sery

i to say that your
1 Aoor, thint there
and that
i go up unob-
be sompebady In
To wham
* 1tT To ons of sey-
Al secret
are tolerably fa

are thres who may

* heade of their profes-
iy research by 20
mding If sach of them
me i miasing oxTe

ve dl=apprars) since jast

¢ taken L

-

v snme Indication as

Tt hae gone T
ieming ¥ asked
LIRSt e

siter to an ~mlasy In Lon-
kelr =

iom, 3w

deperdentiy, ard their relaticas with
tie rmbassics arv often strained

The prime miaoister nolled his ae-
R e

“1 lwlieve you sre right. Mr. Holmes.
Fe would take so valnable a prise to
besdguarters with his own bands. T
think that your of ac

2 e _——

cannot negleet all our other dutles on
nceount of this one misfortune. Should
there be any fresh developments dur-
ing the day we shall communicate with
you, and you will no doubt let us
knaw the results of your own In-
quirfes.”™

The two statesmen bowed and walk-

the other confederacy, |

“He would |

t. These agents work In- |

sl gravely from the room.

L, parted Holimes lit his pipe in silence
and sat for some time lost in the deep-
est thought. I was reading the morn-
ing paper when my friend gave an ex-
¢lamation, sprang to his feet and lald
his pipe doswn unan the mantelplece.

(T'o be continued.)

Why She Missed 'Rastus.

The conversation turned on the di-
voree evil, when a white-halred woman
from Virginia told the following story
of an old black mammy whose husband
had died. Meeting her one day shortly
| after her bereavement, the lady asked:
| “Well, mammy, you miss 'Rastus, I
| suppose?”
| - “Ob, honey, T done miss him dreftul,
| You see, Miss Cammy, honey. we's libed

tubgedduh so long we done got sea-

soned tuh each udduh.”—N. Y. Times.
Momning Thonght.

There are a few sentences which
ghould be read by every young woman.
They were written by John Ruskin,
who appreciates all the graces. The
| thoughts are as follows: “Let every
{ dawn of morning be o you as the be-

|ginning of life, and every setting sun
lbe to you as its close; then let every
one of these short lives leave its sure
| record of some kindly thing done for
| others—some goodly strength or know-
| ledge gained for yourseives.”

| His Own Medicine,

It is told of a central Kansas editor,

whose paper has adopted “fonetic”
| spelling, that he recently received the
| following protest from an old subscrib-
! er: “I have tuk your paper for leven
i years, but if you kant spell eny better
| than you hav been doin for the las to
| months you may jest stopit,"—Kansas
i City Star.
| Parses and Christian.
| In recent years several wealthy Par-
| sees have 'married European wives
| and brought them into the Parsee fold.
Now the Parsees have decided that
| they will admit no more converts,
| Even the children of the Parsees mar-
| ried to Christian mates will not be
' recognized as Parsees.

Prefers American Porridge.
| **Mr. Carnegie's baggage,' says the
London Express of May 8, “was for-
| warded from Liverponl to Skibo castle
ar Saturday, and included a case of oat-
meal for the use of the millionaire, who,
| while fond of the food of his ancestors,
| prefers a special American brand.”

| Good Advice,

'- Every man ought to, some time he-
tween the first and the fifteenth of each
month. go through his pockets and mail

8pringfleld (0.) Sun,

Bark's Quick Trip.
Only one sailing vessel has ever made

better time from Japan to the Columbia | 8lfalfa or milk with the corn will make
= better gain on the feed given than

than the four-masted German bark Ni-
obe, which arrived off the river early re-

cently after a passage of 23 days from | fattening hog much range, though I

Hiogo.—Portland Oregonian.
Dust and Glory.

The winner of the Parig-Bordeaux bi-
evele race covered 270 miles in 20 hours
and 12 minutes, He aleo covered him-
self with dust and glory, nelther of
which is to last long.—Philadelphia In-
quirer.

War Prices in Japan
In spite of the war the average price
of commodities in Japan was only eight
per cent. higher in November and De-
cemhber, 1904, than In the same months
of 1903,

Elephant Pickpocket.

An elephant, with a circus, at Dundee,
Sentland, put his trunk into the pocket
of a farmer the other day took out &
hank note for £20 ($100) and swallowed
it.

Just a Little.
He—Can't you give mea little hope?
She—Why
Life.

Perfectly Simple. .

Onme way to find & woman sut js to ©Ofm one or two may be pried
call when she is not in—Chicago Sun. ot the bottom.

Gets in Front
The wise mans never talks about a mule
behind it= back —N. Y. Times,

Sabbath in Japan.
The Christian Sabbath is a legal rest
dar !n Japan
Gn':irl.[ Her A:y.
Maunde's Pa

been calling on you so much,
Maude Hersalf—['ve tried to snub

him, papa. but he simply won't be sat for the hogs." they will let yon know

upon.
Maude's Brother—Won't he?
when?—Cleveland Leader.

Even Worse,

“l ean't imagine anything more sat. | Strength, rather than appearances. A
chronie | 8%t and & siow horse mated togethep

isfactory ™
kicker,
house ™

“No? replied the sentimental youth,
“Evidently you never gol a kiss from
your hest girl over the telephone ™
Philladeiphia Press.

Az Some Pictures

“And is she very pretty ™

“No. | should say not!”™

“Why Jobn told me she was =8
pretiy as a pictare”™

“Weil, be probably meant an ama-
teur photograph.”"—Cleveiand Leader,

A Remarikable Man,
“Yes. sir. he was bonest when he
went into polithen™
“That's nothisg remarkabie Plenty
of honest men have entered -
“But b= was § !

remarked the
than a meal at our boarding

|

the letters his wife has given, There {5 | hence never be in & condition to han-
nothing eo quickly acquired as this | dle large quantities of food to advan-

| habit where one puts his mind to it.— j}ll.'e
I

|

er—yes. | havea maiden  boards cut should be numbered so that
aunt who is dying to get married.—  the pieces will fit their places, says the

I wish you'd got rid of  Irom the sows. His quarters should be
that young puppy. De Soppe, who's SUTORE. He should have a good clover
I

Sinca A0d that will not be very good, either—

A YOUNG PIG PROTECTOR.

Many Hogs Are Lost at Farrowing
Time, But If This Appliance Is
Used Results Are Better,

A great many pige are lost at far-
rowing time; more by far than there
would be if proper precautions were
taken in the farrowing pens, says the
Farmers' Review. Much of this loss
is due to smothering, and by the moth-
er lying on them, squeezing out their

fe.

Pma from this source can easily be
prevented if proper protection is pro-

For Sale.
About ten minutes walk of all the
factories, south of Bast Maln street.
a five tenement house that will pay
15 per cent on the price asked,
. Also a six tenement block almost
new, in the same locsality, which will
return a profit that will make a sub-
stantial Increase to your income.

JOHN S, NEAGLE,
Rea] Estate, Loans, Insurance,
No, 108 Bank street.
Telephone 180.

| HAVE PROPERTIES

Occupled na  STORES and TENE-
MENTR that will pay YOU to
own. Good reasons for selling. One
{s on North Main. one on East Mnain,
and another on Baldwin street, Also
some very choice dwellings in all
parts of the city. d

John ], Geraghty,
11 EAST MAIN 8T.
Rome 6, Renl Estate and I‘ntuunes

PROTECTION FOR YOUNG PIGS,

vided. The cut shows one method of
aftording means for the young pigs to
secure protection against the sow. The
end pleces “¢” are from six to elghtI
inches high and as wide as the protect- |
ing board "a,” which may be either
gix or eight inches wide. It will be
found best to have this board extend
all the way around the farrowing pen,
or on thres sides at least. Whera
boards are not conveniently at hand
licht poles may be used, or any other
material that will serve the purpose of
providing a suitable place, “b,"” where
the pig may be protected. .

. FATTENING HOGS,

Do Not Feed Them on Heavy Corn
Ration Too Early—Such Treat-
ment Stunts Growth,

In fattening hogs do not begin te
feed a heavy corn ration too early.
This will stunt the pig. I have seen
plgs fed corn almost from the start
and the development of their frames
checked in that way, says an Illinois
correspondent of the Farmers’ Review.
Give the growing pig & chance to de-
velop a good-sized frame, and after the
frame is about as large as you want it
put in the carbonacecus feed and begin
to put fat onto the frame. By that
time the digestive organs of the pig
will have become strong on the pro-
telds that have been fed. [ think that
& good many of our swine growers losa
sight of the fact that the digestive or-
gans and the heart and lungs have to
be built up on nitrogenous food and if
that kind of food is not given in abun-
dance the said internal organs will
never he very strong or vigorous, and

believe that even with the fatten-
ing hog it is & mistake to feed an
entirely corn ration. It is my experi-
ence that a hog that has either clover

any other way. I would not give the
would the growing hog. But the fat-
tening hog should mot be induced to
work the fat off through his lungs,
which he Is very likely to do if he
has a large pasture tc run over. We
have to treat the hogs being fattenmed
in a different manner from those be-"
ing developed in frame or being kept
for breeding purposss.

HANDY CORN-CRIB DOOR.

Description of an Easy Method of
Constructing an Outlet to

Compartment.

Between two of the uprights of the |
oorn crib, which are two to thres feet
apart, they will
not drop the

‘hoards may " be !

sawed out with |

beveled ends be-

fore nalling on. They are also cut at

an angle crosswise, so that when

placed in position it will open out. All

Farm and Home. When filling the erib
one board afeer another may be put in
until the crib is full. In removing the

Ll

The horse should be bedded with per.
fectly clean, dry straw.

The use of lambing tents by western
breeders has resulted in saving a larger
pereentage of lambs than was formerly
thought possible,

The boar should be kept some distance

pasture—Farm Journal
If you think anything is “good enough

that anytigng is good enough for you;

Farm Journal
In mating the {arm teams for spring
work it is well to regard size, gait and

will not give best results, uniess one 3
learning ‘o swear —Midland Farmer.

Keep Incubator Clean.

After every hatch thoroughly wash
the incubation chamber with hot soap-
suds and leave it open until perfecely dry
and swest. No amount of ventilation
will counternct the iis of a fou! cham-

JAMES A, HYNES & SON,
Real Estate and Fire Insurance.

Althea Park. Baldwin street. Bev-
eral good lots, 50x150, on easy terms.

Fire Insurance, Bonds, ete.

Good investments in paying proper-
ty. Call and look over our list,

Room 9, 43 East Main.

Telephons 134,
Notary Public, Bonds, eto.

For $Sale.

Real Estate in all
parts of the City.

B. J. TORKOMIAN,

Real Estate Office, 100 BANK ST.

== $1.700==

buys a neat little six room cottage,
one minute's walk to trolley; $200
down {s all that is required to secure
this property. Alse, fourroom rent
on Jewelry street, £11; five rooms,
Highland avenue, $10.

J. T. PHELAN.

42 Bank Street. Take elevator.

FARM FOR SALE.

Conslsting of about 60 acres, good
rocm bouse, large barns, apple orchard,
760 peach trees.

w. p. Jﬂfret t'
Real Estate, Room 1, 100 Bank St

NOTICE.

All persons are by Iaw probibited
from trespassing, dumping stones, or
rubbish upon the Bullding Lots form-
erly kngwn as the estate of Thomas
Donahue, situated just east of 8t Fran-
vis' church property.

D. H. TIERNEY, Agent,
16T BANK STREET.

FOR SALE.

A very desirable place, louse con-
tains elght rooms, with running water
from a fine spring, five acres of good
land. Also six large building lots on
Watertown Heights, with stone ready
for two cellars. Address

A. F. INESON, Oakville,
For Sale.

Three two family houses on Central
avenue, One three family on Central
avenue. Two very nlee two family
houses on North Main. Three one fam-
ily housez on the Columbia boulevard.
One family house on North Main on
very easy terms. Prices low,

P. H CARROLL,

0dd Fellows' Building.

The ingenuity that some men display
in dodging creditors would make a for- |
tune for them in any other line of in-
dustry.—N. Y. Times. |

Expert Sidestappers. |
[

—_— |

Cremation of Priests. |

Dried wood steeped in oll Is used to - !

cinerate departed members of the !
priesthood—a common sight in Ceylon.

4n all styles and mAkes. Tt will

you to call in and get our prices. We
havé a full line of Blue Flame Ol
Stoves In all sizes and kinds; oveny
for the same; Garden Hose, ' Reels,
Nozzles, Sprays, Lawn Mowers In all
styles nnd makes. We are agents for
the celebrated Magee Ranges, At
call in and examine our line and get &
catalogue. X

The Barlow Bros Co.

-8 GRAND STREET.

HERSCHEL'S
Turkish - Russian Baths,
23 Leavenworth St.
Waterbury, Cunn.l

ALWAYS OPEN

Ladies' Hours—Tuesdays.
Telephone Connactlion.

F. BUCK,
Ladies’ and Gents’ Tailoring,

270 North Main 8t,
Telephone 210-3: Waterbury, Conn.

Watertown Lumber Yard
Near Watertowm Depot

LUMBER, CEMENT, LIME, etc.

Our expenses are small and so are
our prices.

Large Vans for
Furniture Movingi

PIANOS MOVED
By Hall’s Patent Piano Mover

TEAMING - :
of all kinds.

STORAGE

at reasonable rates
- Office 129 Meadow St

Ralph N. Blakeslee

YOUR WIFE NOT WELL?

Before trying so-called blood purls
fiers and drugs, give her a bracing
drive behind a good horse and save
doctors and drug bills. Young wman,
you need not walit till you are married,
Le young Iady will appreciaté a good
nrnout. We keep them, single or
double.

C.D. PINNEY,

35 SCOVILL. STREET.

WOMEN'’S WOES.

bit

Mrs Joseph J. Deuan of 170
Bouth Main sireet, says;

“When living at 22 TUnion
street In January. 180, | gave
to a reporter who called on me
A statement about Doan’s Kid-

Many of the dally woes of woman-
hood are due to sick kidneys; but too
many women fail to
trouble when they bave it, and
diseases are fatal If neglected too
long.

When a woman's back aches from
morning to night—

When she feels worn ont after every

kidney
kidney

of work she has to do—

When she cannot bend or stoop
without suffering twinges of pain—

urinary tronblea,

When she has any or all of these
afllments it is a sure =ign that the kid-
neys are not doing thelr duty. TUrle
acid snd other polsons that the




